Nonfiction Genre Jigsaw Activity

In this activity, students will become experts on a nonfiction genre. Then, they will share their expertise with other students. Suitable for 4-6 graders, this activity is a great introduction to a nonfiction unit. It should take between 2-3 days.

Day 1: Students work in their expert groups to learn about their genre. (This may need to be 2 days, depending on your time)

Day 2: Students meet in their base groups. Experts in each genre will share an example of the genre and information about the genre. You will need to walk around and observe each group to make sure that the experts are able to do this. If you haven’t tried Jigsaw before, some pre-teaching about how to convey information to a group will help. 

Day 3: Students work individually or in pairs to take a quiz on the information. (Note: This is a very low-level quiz. In your classroom, you will probably want to follow up with higher level thinking activities related to the genres.) Students also complete a reflection form to reflect on the experience.
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	Nonfiction Genre Jigsaw Directions
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	Expert Sheet
	Students will use this page as they work in their expert groups.

	7
	Teaching Tips
	Students may not be used to teaching others. This page will help them to think about some important questions and give them some important tips.

	8
	Jigsaw Sheet
	On Day 2, students will use this page as they listen to the experts share their information.

	9-13
	Expert Cards
	Copy the cards onto cardstock for each expert group.

	14
	Jigsaw Reflection
	This reflection helps you to see how students feel about the jigsaw process

	15-16
	Nonfiction Genres Quiz
	If students are new to Jigsaw, they may not realize their responsibility to learn from their group members. Students may do this quiz individually or in pairs to see if they have learned the material. It’s also helpful to let them use their notes to complete the quiz.


Before you begin:

· Create your base groups and your expert groups

· I use large zip top bags to collect materials for each expert group.

· In each bag, place the following items:

· Copy of the Expert Card for that genre (it’s helpful to copy this onto cardstock)

· Examples of texts from that genre. Gather at least one example per group member, as they will share this example with their base groups. You can use real books as examples, but photocopied items work well too. When I did this, I found that autobiographies were the hardest to find, but I finally tracked them down by searching online for some short autobiographical articles. Although this step is probably the most time-consuming, it’s also one of the most important, as these real examples will help students to see what the genres look like in real life.
· Copy of the Teaching Tips page for each group

· Copy the Nonfiction Genre Jigsaw Directions page for each student. This page explains the activity and tells students what they need to do for each session.

· Copy Expert Sheets and Jigsaw Sheets for each student. Although it is tempting to make a packet that includes everything, I have found that it is better to give students only what they will need for a particular day. Also, if you have access to different colors of paper, it’s helpful to put these charts on different colors so they can easily be distinguished.

Jigsaw Planning Page

Use this page to create your expert and your base groups. On the first day, students will meet in their expert groups (the genre names). On the second day, students will meet in their base groups (numbers). 

If your class size is not a multiple of 5, don’t fear! I have found that it works better to make a smaller base group (3 or 4) than a larger one. In this case, you may need to recruit one or two students from another expert group to reprise their presentation for this other base group. Most students are very agreeable to this.
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*It’s been my experience that this genre is the most difficult for students to understand. Be sure to include 2 or 3 very capable students in this group to facilitate the process.

Nonfiction Genre Jigsaw Directions
Your task is to learn about a nonfiction genre. Then, you will share what you have learned with others in your group.

Day 1: Expert Groups

I will become an expert about 








1. _______Read the Genre Card with your expert group. Remember to take turns!

2. _______Fill in your Expert Sheet.

3. _______With your group, look at the examples of the genre. Choose one to share.

4. _______Read the Teaching Tips page. Work with your group to plan how you will teach about your genre.

Day 2: Base Groups

My Base Group is # 









1. Members of your group will take turns teaching others about your genre.

2. When it is your turn to share: Show the group the example that you chose. Explain the information from your Expert Sheet.

When it is your turn to listen: Listen as the other group members share information about their genre. Record information on your Jigsaw Sheet.

Expert Sheet
Genre









	Purpose of the genre
	___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________



	Features of the genre
	__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________



	What you can learn from this genre
	__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________




Teaching Tips

Your task will be to teach other students in your base group about your genre.
Think about:

· What is the most important feature of your genre?
· What important words will you use to explain your genre?
· How will you share your example piece of text?
· What might confuse other students about your genre?
As you teach, keep in mind:

· Students will need to take notes as you talk. Pay attention to what they are doing and speak slowly.
· Make eye contact with your students.
· Be excited about your genre! The other students will be more interested if you show that you care about what you are teaching.
· You may want to write down important words for your group to see. Ask your teacher if you can use a dry-erase board or small chalkboard for your presentation.
Jigsaw Sheet
	Genre


	
	
	
	

	Purpose for reading

	
	
	
	

	Features of the genre

	
	
	
	

	What we can learn from this genre


	
	
	
	


Biography 

This nonfiction genre is all about a person! A biography tells the story of a person’s life. The person that the biography is about is called the subject.

Biographies are usually written in time order. They start when the person is born, and go through the person’s life. A biography also explains why a person is famous or special. 

Biographies are written in paragraphs. While a biography might have photographs, some just have text. Long biographies might be divided into chapters. One chapter might tell about the person’s childhood, while another chapter tells about their experiences as an adult.
People read biographies for information. They read them because they want to find out about a famous person.

Autobiography

An autobiography is the story of a person’s life, written by that person. 

An autobiography is told from first-person point of view. This means that the person tells about his or her life. While anyone can write an autobiography, published autobiographies are usually written by famous people. 

Autobiographies are told in time order. The author starts out by telling about his or her childhood, and then explains other important events in his or her life. Autobiographies are written in paragraphs. Modern autobiographies often include photographs and captions.

Why do people read autobiographies? It’s interesting to read what someone has to say about his or her life. People like to find out what famous people think.

Persuasive Text

Persuasive text is text that’s written to persuade someone! Editorials, advertisements, and reviews are all examples of persuasion. 

An editorial is a kind of persuasive text that you find in a newspaper. In an editorial, the editor of the newspaper uses paragraphs to explain the newspaper’s opinion. A review is another kind of persuasive text that can be found in a newspaper. In a review, the author tries to persuade you to go to see a movie or restaurant.

Persuasive text isn’t always written in paragraphs, though. Persuasion can have lots of different text features. Advertisements, for example, often use pictures to try to make people feel an emotion. 

Why do people read persuasive text? Good question! People often think that they are reading to be entertained or reading for information. But the author of the persuasive texts lures them into reading the opinions.

How-To 

This kind of text tells a reader how to do something. That’s why it’s called “how-to”! These texts can also be called directions or instructions. 

How-to text is often written in steps. Text features can include a list of materials needed, bulleted lists, or numbered steps. How-to text can also show the reader pictures of what to do.

Readers read this text for a very important purpose: to perform a task! Whether it’s a recipe, directions for putting together a toy, or even the directions on a math quiz, how-to text helps readers to learn how to do new things.

Informational Text

Informational text is written to inform a reader. Readers read this kind of text to learn new information.

There are lots of text features in informational text! Headings, photographs, captions, and bold print help the reader to understand the big ideas. Informational text can also include diagrams, maps, and charts.

Informational texts can be written as books. Shorter texts can be found in newspapers and magazines. These texts are called articles. 

If you want to learn how a hurricane forms or why monarch butterflies migrate, informational text is the text for you.
Name











Jigsaw Reflection

What was your favorite part about being an expert?



























What did you like about learning from another student?












































Which genre do you think you would like to read? Why?












































Nonfiction Genres Quiz

1. Suppose that a famous person writes a book to tell about his life and experiences. What genre would that be?

A. Biography

B. Autobiography

C. How-to

D. Informational

2. Why do people read how-to text?

A. To gain new information

B. To learn about a person’s life

C. To be persuaded

D. To find out how to do something

3. Which kind of text tries to convince a reader to do something?

A. Autobiography

B. Persuasive

C. How-to

D. Biography

4. How are biographies usually organized?

A. Time order

B. In the order of important ideas

C. Alphabetical order

D. Compare and contrast

5. Why do people read informational text?

A. To be entertained by a funny story

B. To learn new jokes

C. To find out new information

D. To enjoy a poem

Match each genre with its definition.

	______ The story of a person’s life, written by someone else
	A. Autobiography

B. How-to

C. Informational

D. Biography

E. Persuasive

	______ Text written to give directions
	

	______ Text that gives information about a topic
	

	_____ The story of someone’s life, written by that person
	

	_____ Text written to persuade someone 
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