Vocabulary:
	amiably
	antimacassar
	credulity

	doughty
	fakir
	hospitable

	maligned
	marred
	presumptuous

	rubicund
	solemnly
	talisman

	trifle
	visage
	assurance

	avaricious
	betokened
	bibulous

	disclaim
	frivolous
	liability

	prosaic
	sinister
	apathy

	ere
	fusillade
	mechanically

	pulsating
	reverberated
	unwholesome


Questions: 

1. Identify the four main characters in the story. How does each one contribute to the plot?

2. Describe the tone of the opening scene in which Herbert and his father are playing chess. Identify how the tone changes when the sergeant-major visits. Why do you think the author changes the tone of the story?

3. Explain the end of the story. What is the old man's last wish?

4. How does the story overall reinforce the holy man's message that people should not interfere with fate?

