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Tiered Writing Prompts for Memorial Day
There are a plethora of ways students can write about Memorial Day including descriptive, expository, or persuasive genres. Depending on your instructional goals, view this list of genre approaches, then select which genre you want your students to use to write about this national commemoration.

Narrative

1. Write a letter thanking a veteran or a soldier who is currently serving in the U.S. military for his or her service to our nation. 

2. Interview a grandparent or elderly neighbor who lived through one of the wars of the 20th century about his or her experiences. Write a narrative relating that person's experiences. 

Expository/ Persuasive

Write an extended definition of "liberty." 
Expository
Search for music inspired by or written about Decoration Day. Research the composer / songwriter and his / her era. Choose two or three pieces from different genres and eras to compare and contrast. How do they address the idea of memory? Use iTunes™ to help you find artists and albums. Visit NPR's web page on Charles Ives for an example.

http://www.npr.org/artists/90901153/charles-ives

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5435818
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=90733490

DECORATION DAY
by Ellen E. Hebron

They are firing the cannon now -

Will it bring me back my dead?

Will it raise my soldier-brother's form,

And restore his spirit fled?

In far Virginia's soil

He sleeps the "last long sleep,"

While I, his sister so bereft,

His memory e'er shall keep.

Fair was his youthful brow,

Tender his loving eye,

Loyal his hear to his native South,

When he bade his home good-bye!

High were his hopes of life,

Nobel his soul sincere -

O! mocking dream of the "long ago,"

So sudden his early bier!

They are strewing the flowers now -

O! my darling brave and true!

Can they crown with joy your pallid brow

As we fondly used to do.

When your voice like a bugle-call

To patriot duty came; 

And your laugh like a rippling summer stream

Intensified the flame.

Of love three sisters bore

For an only brother's form -

Alas! alas! that he should die

So early 'mid the storm.

I shall met you yet again!

Bright in my soul your worth

Shall blossom and blossom on through

years,

'Till i bid adieu to earth.

Sweet be thy soldier-rest;

Happy thy christian bed;

Loyal and true thy manly breast -

My brother is not dead!

http://civilwarpoetry.org/confederate/postwar/decor_day.html
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