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Using Great Leads to Lead the Way

When students can master the technique for writing narrative leads, they
are able to transfer this understanding of craft to the writing of expository/ informational essays.  So, the better they understand this when they write the narrative, the better job they will do with future writing. 

Model, model, model great leads, and encourage students to re-write even some of your best examples of leads to improve them.  Allowing students to improve on an author’s published work is powerful as it allows them to develop confidence and prove their understanding of the craft.  
Permit students to revise your leads and leads observed in mentor texts.  Ask students to write more than one lead for their writings, and have discussions in writing conferences about what makes one lead better than another.  Ask students to bring in leads they notice in novels and texts, and read mentor texts every day to students making notice of leads and craft.
Leading Lesson
Have students work in table groups or small groups of 4-6 students.  Provide students with 4-6 mentor texts and ask students to share just the leads for each text with each other. Have students notice craft like setting, action, and dialogue that the author uses to lead the reader into the story.  Ask students to stop after reading 
the lead—they might have to help each other find this part where the story begins—and discuss what each author does that they like or dislike.  

Next, have students share the lead again and the rest of the story.  Students might notice some other things that the author did intentionally that makes sense with the rest of the mentor text.  Finally, after everyone in the group has shared, ask students to write down the lead from their book and revise it in two different ways.  Provide students will ample time to reflect and revise before asking them to share with their group.

A second session can include group members sharing the mentor texts and their revisions with the whole class.  This understanding of craft will be invaluable to students as they continue to learn strategies for writing narratives, expository, and argumentative writing. 

Lisa C. Landis   

*Great Leads found at www. ReadWriteThink.org
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