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“DEAD” AND “DYING” VERBS TO AVOID

(Sing to the tune of the “Volga Boatman’s Song”)

“DEAD” VERBS

am

are

be

had

has

have

is

was

were

any verb ending in “ing”

sense verbs (“looks,” “smells,” “sounds,” “feels”)

“DYING” VERBS (act as helping verbs)

become/became

act/acted

seem/seemed

make/made

exist/existed

resemble/resembled
