A Close Reading of a Standard

Grade Specific Standard:  Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. (RI.6.5)
Anchor Standard: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section , chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. (RI.5)
	What does it say?

Students are asked to analyze the organization of the text and the impact this structure (and specific sentence use) has on the meaning of the piece. 


	What does it mean?

Students need to be able to identify the significant portions of the text that are pivotal in setting the tone and defining the concept. This is often a repeated word or significant sentence. We can recall these lines from speeches we have heard. 
My fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you -- ask what you can do for your country.

I have a dream

Students must also be able to identify when a single paragraph makes a compelling argument and sets the tone for the larger piece. 
They will need to be able to describe how the sentences and paragraphs relate to each other to build meaning within the text – how the part relates to the whole in the scope of the overall text.
Teachers can use the following prompts:

What difference does this sentence make to the overall meaning of the text? How does it set the tone? 
How does this paragraph support the concept the author is building? What makes this paragraph significant to the piece?


	What does it matter? 

What does it not say? What are skills that students need to know and be able to do in order to master this standard? What do I need to add to my current instruction? What does it matter- why is this standard important? How can the anchor standard add to my understanding? How does the unpacking contribute to my understanding?

The underlying assumption (what is not said) is the examination of author’s purpose. 
Why did the author choose this word? This phrase/sentence? Place this paragraph here to build this claim? What is the author up to here? 
Our students need to become adept at examining author’s craft and intentionality with structure as they master this standard. In the 7th grade standard, this is explicit: Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text…

This standard is important for our students, because it requires them to build strategies for evaluating author’s craft and structure which will both build their reading comprehension and support the development of writing skills. Evaluating the form and structure of a text in this way supports deeper understanding and makes the writer’s craft more explicit. 
FROM UNPACKING:
Teachers may also use graphic organizers to assist students with the practice of identifying part to whole and whole to part relationships. As students hone this skill, they see with greater clarity how individual elements of a text contribute to its main concept and development of ideas. 
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