VICTOR’S CHARACTER

	Point
	Evidence
	Expand

	Victor has every advantage and every chance in life but he leaves his family just after his mother has died of scarlet fever and while Elizabeth, his cousin is still ill. 
	‘I learnt to love and to be patient are the most important things in the world. Years passed happily.’
	Despite this happy family background Victor leaves home at the worst possible time and puts himself first, this shows he isn’t tied to his family and that his need for knowledge is more important than his responsibilities to his family. 

	Victor’s mother asked him to marry Elizabeth but he puts it off wanting to study first. 
	Before going away to Ingolstadt University Victor promises to marry Elizabeth yet does not. He says: “I’ll be thinking about you every minute of every day.”’
	This shows Victor’s selfish attitude and his obsession with science: he does not keep his promises and lies to himself and others. 

	
	 ‘I studied hard. I wanted to know the secrets of life and above all I wanted to know how to make living things’
	

	
	“I spent my time investigating and experimenting. I saw how strong electricity was and I began to learn everything I could find about electricity and its terrible power."
	

	
	‘I wanted to learn the secrets of heaven and hell’
	

	
	‘I thought very carefully. I wanted to use electricity to help people and I wanted to discover the secrets of life. I decided to work on these two things. 
	

	
	“I can’t believe there is such a thing as a soul. I'm a modern man of science.”
	

	
	‘My experiments were part of a fatal impulse’
	

	
	“I planned to go back to my family in Geneva as I had promised somehow there never seemed to be time.”
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	‘I only had one thought, one conception, and one purpose to my life and my experiments.’ 


	

	
	‘If I could create life a new species would bless me as its creator.’


	

	
	 ‘Day after day I followed death. It was a dark and terrible time.’ 
	

	
	‘I wrote to my family less. I slept only a short time each night.’


	

	
	“This creature would be better than any human being. 

They – the humans around me were lesser beings because they were incapable of recognising my genius.”
	

	
	"I almost decided to destroy it, but I could not let all my hard work go to waste”


	

	 
	'‘I made a body. I wanted to make a beautiful man but the face of the creature was horrible, now that I had finished, the beauty of the dream vanished, and horror and disgust filled my heart.' 
	 

	
	‘The horrible thing that I had created was standing by the bed. Its yellow eyes were looking at me. Before it could touch me I ran.


	

	
	‘The dead body had been an ugly thing but alive it was much more terrible. I wanted to escape from it. I ran out of the laboratory and locked the door.’
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