Assessment Prompt #4:  Story Board
On your Story Board, create a visual representation of the text evidence of Jane Cunningham’s viewpoint or attitude on the subject of exile and refugees in the passage from The Rings of My Tree:  A Latvian Woman’s Journey, filling the blocks of the Story Board with stick figures, drawings, etc. in an appropriate sequence.  Include text bubbles to reflect the verbal text evidence you found in the text. Then below the Story Board, state the author’s viewpoint or attitude reflected in the passage.
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Jane Cunningham’s overall viewpoint or attitude on the subject of exile and refugees is reflected in her words, “ I have come to realize each day, when ordinary people are trying to live good lives and practice the Golden Rule, that there are always evil history makers ready to tarnish the high luster of the ordinary….”  The passage contrasts the “ordinary” lives she and her family were living as the political leaders made decisions that took away their freedom and the lives that they had known.

I was occupied with happiness…  We ate supper, read and played cards








Politics was something that my elders discussed very quietly.








Each night … the ministers of Britain, France, and Russia met deciding our future, and … they negotiated our land, liberty and lives away








In 1920 I was born in a free country and knew no other way to live.  My family were just ordinary people living ordinary lives in the small, rural town of Jaunpils, Latvia.












