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Introduction

1. Write a thesis statement that clearly and firmly states your pro or con position about the topic. 

2. Provide enough background information so that the reader has a “context” for understanding your argument. 

3. Try to begin with a “hook” to engage your reader, such as a:

· Striking detail

· Strong statement

· Quotation

· Anecdote

· Statistic or fact with authoritative source

· Engaging question

Body

1. The body of your paper should include at least three paragraphs. 

2. Each paragraph explains one of the reasons for your position in a topic sentence. 

3. Each topic sentence should be supported by two or three other sentences that provide evidence, facts, examples or other appropriate details. 

4. Since there are two sides to every argument, one of the body paragraphs should refer to an opposing point of view (anticipated argument) and your reason for disagreeing with that point of view (refutation or rebuttal). 

Conclusion

1. The conclusion should restate the thesis statement. 

2. It should summarize the reasons for your position. 

3. To add power to your conclusion, emphasize your position with an authoritative quotation, a statement of the importance of the topic and your position on the topic, or a call to action.
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