Grade 8 Holistic Writing Rubric
	FOUR:  EXCEEDS STANDARD
This paper exceeds grade level standards and is above average. It exhibits All OR MOST of the following characteristics:

· Crafts ideas in a detailed, sustained, and insightful manner
· Creates a compelling argument using convincing evidence; acknowledges and distinguishes counterclaims (argument items only)
· Organizes ideas coherently and deliberately to strengthen or highlight purpose

· Demonstrates a purposeful control of language that invites and engages the audience; maintains a formal style
· Manipulates Standard English grammar/usage, mechanics, and varied sentence patterns to enhance stylistic effect
	THREE:  MEETS STANDARD

This paper meets grade level standards and is adequate. It exhibits ALL OR MOST of the following characteristics: 

· Focuses and develops ideas with clear, relevant, and sufficient details, information, explanations, reasons, and/or examples appropriate to text type
· Argues to support claims using relevant evidence;  acknowledges opposing claims (argument items only)

· Organizes ideas clearly and logically with an introduction, varied transitions, and conclusion appropriate to text type 
· Uses precise words, phrases, and clauses appropriate to audience and purpose; maintains a formal style 
· Demonstrates command of Standard English grammar/usage and mechanics; uses varied sentence patterns for meaning, interest, and style

	TWO:  APPROACHES STANDARD
This paper approaches grade level standards and is inadequate.  It exhibits ALL OR MOST of the following characteristics:

· Focuses on the topic but includes insufficient and/or extraneous examples, explanations, or information
· Introduces the claim but lacks sufficient supporting evidence (argument items only)
· Organizes ideas with some evidence of an introduction, transitions, or conclusion; may ramble or digress

· Uses some words, phrases, and/or clauses that may be appropriate to audience and purpose; has difficulty maintaining a formal style

· Demonstrates consistent violations in Standard English grammar/usage and mechanics; uses some varied sentence patterns
	ONE:  EMERGENT/DEVELOPING

This paper is below grade level standards and inadequate. It exhibits ALL OR MOST of the following characteristics:

· Lacks focus and development; may list items and/or repeat the topic with little or no supporting details
· States or repeats an opinion with minimal support (argument items only)

· Uses minimal, unclear, or no organization and transitions 
· Uses limited or inappropriate word choice; fails to address the audience; no formal style
· Overwhelms the reader with serious violations of Standard English grammar/usage and mechanics; uses simplistic sentence patterns


The primary purpose of this rubric is to score the Grade 8 Nevada Writing Proficiency Exams.  However, classroom teachers should use the rubric to ensure that students are familiar with the evaluation criteria used on the exams and to improve student writing.  
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