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· In the news and on the Internet it is easy to find stories about science and experiments that link back to ‘Frankenstein’ or use the name ‘FRANKENSTEIN’, for example: calling genetically modified foods  “Frankenstein foods”. 

· The name Frankenstein comes from a novel written by Mary Shelly in 1818, when she was just 19 years old. Since then the story has been retold and adapted for the stage, on film, on radio, on television and in comics. There is something about the story that fascinates people. 

· ‘Frankenstein’ is a horror story but it also might be the first ever science fiction story. 



TASK 
In your book write down anything you know to do with or linked to the story of Frankenstein –

· List things from the films or book that you know about 

· What type of genre it fits into 

· What you might expect in the book 

· What the story is about or what happens 

· What the characters look like 

· Who is Frankenstein? 

· What the settings for the story will be

· What themes or ideas are explored in the book 




WHAT IS GENRE?

Genre is a French word meaning type: ‘type of story’ 

There are lots of different types of stories that we might read, watch or listen to. 

We might enjoy reading a story or watching a film partly from trying to predict what will happen in it, based on our experiences of stories that we have either read or seen, and having our predictions either confirmed or surprised. The genre of a film or novel can be a guide to what might happen.

A genre is a range of elements that allows us to recognise it and also to expect certain things to occur within it. 

These elements are called ‘conventions’. If we say that we like sci-fi or sit-coms, then people will know what we are talking about. We share certain expectations of certain ‘genres’. 

TASK

1. Write your own definition of GENRE – try to use the word ‘conventions’ in your definition. 



Different genres have different conventions or different ingredients. You are going to use what you know about genre to complete this chart. You need to think about films or books that you have read that fit these genres – you could give examples if you choose. 

	Genre
	Typical characters
	Settings
	Weather
	Atmosphere

	Horror

 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Tender

Gentle

	
	Aliens

Explorers Scientists
	
	
	

	
	
	Castles

Forests

Towers
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



1. Based on what you know already, what genre do you think FRANKENSTEIN fits into?


“Did I request thee, Maker, from my clay To mould me man? Did I solicit thee from darkness to promote me?”

These lines appeared in the front of the 1818 edition of Mary Shelley’s novel FRANKENSTEIN.

Adam, in Paradise, is talking to God. He is complaining about his situation - created by God yet given free will to make decisions, the consequences of which he does nor know. 

Compare these lines with those spoken by the creature to Frankenstein in the novel:

‘Unfeeling, heartless creator! You endowed me with perceptions and passions and then cast me abroad an object for scorn and horror of mankind….I am alone, and miserable; man will not associate with me; but one as deformed and horrible as myself would not deny herself to me.

The creature made by Frankenstein is often described as a monster. But is he a monster or a victim? He is not even given a name. He is called the ‘creature’ or the ‘monster’.

1. Does the creature have a father? 

2. Why doesn’t Victor give him a name? 

3. Does Victor act like a father to the creation? 

4. Should Victor be a father to the creation that he made? 

5. Why doesn’t Victor want to be with his creation? 

6. Do we ever see the creature be happy? 

7. Does he ever have a friend, family or father? 

 

CREATURE, MONSTER, VICTIM?

Having thought about these three key words, are you now in a position to decide which of the three descriptions of the creature - creature, monster, victim - is the most correct? 

TASK

· Draw two columns at the top of the first column write the heading MONSTER, at the top of the second column write the heading VICTIM.  

· Try to list as many reasons for both sides – back up your arguments with notes from the text. 

	MONSTER
	VICTIM

	1. His actions are violent and he takes the lives of innocent people 
	1. He was made by Victor then abandoned 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Now sum up your ideas: I believe that the creation is most like a ___________ because…….
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Is this what Frankenstein’s monster looks like?
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