“After Twenty Years”

Mentor Text – CLOSE READING
· READ THE STORY READING FOR VOCABULARY

WORDBUSTING (CSSS)

Identify and highlight the following vocabulary words:  

dismally, habitual, simultaneously, staunchest, vicinity
Design a chart that shows the context, structure, sentence, and definition for each word.

context -    What does the word mean in context of the sentence?



 

structure -  Write the word with syllable breaks.

sentence -   Write the word in your own sentence.

definition – Look up the word in the dictionary and write the definition

· REREAD THE STORY FOR MAIN EVENTS 
Design a flow map showing the main events from the story.  Highlight the conflict (green) and the climax of the story (red).
· REREAD THE STORY FOR SENTENCE STRUCTURE
O. Henry sometimes uses a series of simple sentences, one following the other, to give a feeling of rapid movement or urgency.  Remember that simple sentences contain one independent clause and no dependent clauses.  Identify the simple sentences in the passage from, “After Twenty Years.”  Rewrite 5 simple sentence of your choice.  Then rewrite the sentences either showing how you could into a compound or complex sentence.  

Example:
A man gets in a groove in New York.  It takes the West to put a razor-edge on him.

Rewrite = A man gets in a groove in New York; nonetheless, it takes the West to put a razor-edge on him.

· REREAD THE STORY FOR WRITING A WRITTEN RESPONSE
Routine Writing--
What will your life be like in 20 years?  Write about what you will be doing 20 years from now.  Include information about your job status, educational pursuits, and family.  
Students will complete the elements of fiction chart by explicated the text carefully.  They will recognize the main characters, protagonist, antagonist, conflicts, exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution, theme, and point of view.  Students will first work with partners to complete the elements and then collaborate with their table groups.  Finally, the elements will be discussed whole group. 

Writing about texts--
 Students will write a multi paragraph essay determining how Jimmy Wells and "Silky" Bob reflect the author's own life and attitudes.  How do the two characters reflect O. Henry's attitudes about East and West.  Use details from the text and research you have determined about O. Henry to support analysis.
Routine Writing—text structures

Students will identify the details from the short passage on O. Henry's life and then translate that into the different text structures for writing.  For descriptive, they can use a cluster/bubble map of all the main events from his life.  After the students create notes, they can write a summary.  For sequencing, have students map out the events from O. Henry’s life in chronological order and write that into a summary.  For both pieces, students should  pay attention to the signal words for writing text structure and incorporating sensory details into their writing.  Finally, the last writing is a cause/effect piece.  Students select one main event from O.Henry’s life, and then identify the causes and effects from that event.
