Isn’t it Ironic?

Name__________________________




Period ____________ 

What is irony?  Irony is the contrast between an appearance or an expectation about something and the reality of that thing. Irony also often involves some form of deceit, duplicity, or hypocrisy, be it intentional or accidental.

	Type of Irony
	Definition:
	Example:
	Explanation:
	Your Turn:

	Verbal 
	Words are used to suggest the opposite of what is meant (sarcasm). 
	When Bob points out the obvious, Joe exclaims:

“Wow, you’re a regular Einstein!”


	Joe is deceiving and mocking Bob by calling him a genius, when what he really means, is that he is not smart.
	

	Dramatic
	When the reader/audience knows something that the character does not know.  What appears to be true to the character is not what the reader/audience knows to be true.


	In a typical horror movie move, the scared babysitter runs to hide in the basement and bolts the door behind her, but we already know the killer is waiting behind the boiler with an axe.
	The babysitter thinks she’s doing the smart thing by hiding and locking the bolt, but we know it’s the worst thing she could possibly do.
	

	Situational
	When an event occurs that directly contradicts expectations.


	An ambulance rushing to the scene of a car accident runs over one of the victims who had been crawling across the street to get away from the wreckage.
	The ambulance’s intention is clearly to rescue and help the victim, but instead it causes harm (the opposite of its purpose).
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